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SBA DISASTER LOANS PROPPED UP 

CARRIERS, PROLONGED GREAT 

FREIGHT RECESSION 

The trucking industry's prolonged downturn, 
influenced significantly by the COVID-19 Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program, injected $37 
billion into 419,500 transportation and warehousing 
firms. This extensive financial support, aimed at aiding 
small carriers during economic hardship, prolonged 
the period of historically low freight rates, which hit a 
low of $1.49 per mile by May 2023. 

READ MORE 

HOUSE FISCAL 2025 BILL ALLOCATES 

$200 MILLION FOR TRUCK PARKING 

The House Appropriations Committee advanced a 
fiscal 2025 transportation funding bill on July 10, 
allocating $200 million to expand truck parking 
nationwide. Sponsored by Republicans, the bill 
emphasizes safety across transportation modes and 
includes provisions for vulnerable populations. It also 
earmarks $909 million for the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration and addresses industry­
specific issues such as electronic logging device 
enforcement exemptions and prohibitions on 
inward-facing cameras. 

READ MORE 

NEW BALTIMORE BRIDGE COULD HAVE 

HIGHER CLEARANCE 

Baltimore's Chesapeake Bay area has maintained a 
bridge clearance of 185 feet for the past 70 years, but 
now faces a pivotal decision: whether to raise this limit 
and by how much. This decision involves collaboration 
among state and federal entities, harbor pilots, and 
Baltimore Gas and Electric Co. With rising sea levels 
and larger ships expected, Maryland is poised to select 
a team by summer's end to build a new bridge, likely 
setting the stage for a century of crucial maritime 
infrastructure decisions in the region. 

READ MORE 
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